Frequency of twin births
For European countries, the ratio of twin births ia given to be 1 in 80 by Kenny and Cliassar-Moir (1938) as well as by Lenz (1931) ; that for the U.S.A. is 1 in 86 by Newman (1942 (Peller, 1944-45 that the children differ in their mental abilities. Some people are inclined to stress this dissimilarity which is really insignificant but Newman believes that this is due more to the pre-natal environment rather than the post-natal environment. For, it has been found that the mental development, varies consistently with the physical?the child who was best developed at birth ranks first whereas the girl who was least developed ranked the lowest. What is still more to the point is that in spite of the best medical care, most favourable environment and excellent training the quints are in no way superior to the average child; on the contrary, they are somewhat retarded mentally.
The Schlaginhaufer (1941) found that of 18 cases, twinning could be demonstrated in both paternal and maternal collateral lines in eight, and in only one line in ten. In the family of the Ge'hri quadruplets (the "only quads who are known to have reached the mature age of 60) who are a tetraovular set, the mother had tvvinning seven times in her paternal collateral line and' five times in the maternal, and she is furthermore the maternal grandmother of two pairs of twins. In the family history of the Badgett quadruplets, Gardner and Newman (1942) report that the mother is one of a pair of one-egg twins. The father has a pair of twin brothers, and there have been several twins among the close relatives, especially on the mother's side. The authors regard two-egg twinning tendency as ' weakly inherited'. Two-egg twinning is also found to depend on the mother's age. ' The expectation that a maternity will produce a pair of fraternal twins evidently increases greatly with the mother's age, from 3.3 per 1,000 at ages under 20 to 12.6 per 1,000 at ages between 35 to 40' (Stocks, 1945 (MacArthur,..1942) . Gardner and Newman (1942) 
